
Reckoning with Our History: 
The UW-Madison Public History Project

publichistoryproject.wisc.edu
publichistoryproject@wisc.edu

Kacie Lucchini Butcher, Director



Who am I?



A Few Things to Note

• Take breaks, stretch, eat, drink, doodle – do whatever 
you need to do!

• This event is being recorded.
• There will be breaks for questions and a Q&A at the 

end of the event. Feel free to drop your questions in 
the chat!

• A lot of history… but not all the history.
• Content warning



Ku Klux Klan Honor Society in 
the 1924 Badger Yearbook, 
Courtesy of the UW Archives.



The UW-Madison Public History Project 
aims to recover and acknowledge the history 
of exclusion on campus through the voices 
of those who experienced and resisted it.
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The UW Archive

The UW Archives and Staff in Steenbock 
Library, Courtesy of the UW Archives.
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Reckoning (noun)

1. The action or process of calculating or estimating 
something

2. A person’s view, opinion, or judgement
3. A bill or account, or its settlement





Resistance & Protest at UW-Madison

Th Sifting & 
Winnowing Plaque 
on Bascom Hill, 
dedicated by the 
Class of 1910.



The Early Culture of UW-Madison

The front page of the Daily 
Cardinal, March 24, 1909, 
Courtesy of the UW Archives.

Prom 1924, Courtesy of the UW Archives.

Photo of the Pipe of Peace, 
Courtesy of the Wisconsin 
Historical Society.



Student Organizations

Anglo-American Club in the 1921 Badger Yearbook, 
Courtesy of the UW Archives.

The Kappa Beta Lambda Fraternity in the 1928 Badger 
Yearbook, Courtesy of the UW Archives.

Dixie Club Yearbook page, 1915, depicted with a 
racist caricature, Courtesy of the UW Archives.

Commercial Club Yearbook page, 1915 
depicted with an anti semitic cartoon, 
Courtesy of the UW Archives.



Student Organizations

Program for Chinese Night hosted by UW-Madison’s 
Chinese Student Club, Courtesy of UW Archives. 1916 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives. 1951 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives.
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CHINESE NIGHT 
GIVEN BY THE 

WISCONSIN CHINESE 
STUDENTS'CLUB 

CONCERT ROOM, LATHROP HALL 

EIGHT O'CLOCK, THURSDAY EVENING 

APRIL 22, 1920 

PROGRAM 
1. National Anthems 
2. Opening Remarks K . S.Chu 
3. Lantern Greetings Chinese Students 
4. Boxing and Fencing -
5. Theatrical Selections 

W. H. Chiao, C. K. Tsao 
F. P. Ling, C. C. Lu 

C. K. Tsao, S. T . Hua 
6. "Chinese Ideal of Democracy"-An Address \V. H. Chiao 
7. Shuttlecock M. H. Chou, S. C. Lo, C. C. Hsu, 

C. Y. Hsieh, P. K . Long, F. Tsai 
8. "Division of Labor" K . S. Chu, C. H . Liu 
9. "Between Smiles and Tears"-A Playlet M. H. Chou, 

K. S. Chu, K. K. Chen, P . K. Long, C. H. Liu 
10. R efreshment 

SEE THE CHINESE EXHIBIT! 

P. T.O. 
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Student Organizations

1923 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives. 1924 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives. 1924 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives.



Twenty-four fraternity chapters were active on campus in January 
1947 compared to only six chapters that continued operations in 
wartime. 

As of a 1952 report, 30 percent of UW-Madison 
undergraduates belonged to a Greek-letter organization 
(more than double the 14 percent of students currently 
affiliated on the campus).

14 out of 24 fraternities had discriminatory clauses.

Student Organizations



Student Organizations

1947 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives. 1980 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives. 1959 Badger Yearbook, Courtesy of UW Archives.



Student Organizations

1969 Black Homecoming Queen, Carolyn Williams [3rd from left], Courtesy of UW Archives.

1983 Kappa Alpha Psi Homecoming Concert 
Advertisement, Courtesy of UW Archives.

KAPPA ALPHA .PSI . 
Invites All UW Students and Faculty to attend 

HOMECOMING 1983 
featuring 
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Housing Discrimination at UW

UW dormitory, ca. 1950. Courtesy of UW Archives.

Advertisement for new UW residence hall, Courtesy of UW Archives.



Mildred Gordon

Newspaper coverage of the Mildred Gordon 
case, 1930. Courtesy of UW Archives.



Arthur Burke

Daily Cardinal coverage, October 24, 1944. Courtesy of UW Archives.



Arthur Burke

Merle Curti, Courtesy of UW Archives. Helen C. White, Courtesy of UW Archives.

A letter to W.E.B. DuBois about Arthur 
Burke, Courtesy of DuBois Archives.



Housing Discrimination at UW

Newspaper 
coverage on 
extent of 
housing 
discrimination, 
Courtesy of UW 
Archives.

Cartoon critical of Board 
of Regents lack of 
action on housing 
discrimination, Courtesy 
of UW Archives.



Housing Discrimination at UW



Academic Life



Japanese American Badgers



Agitating for Change in the Classroom

Native students 
protest against 
Menominee land 
sale, Courtesy of 
UW Archives.

Newspaper 
coverage of 
formation of Asian 
American Studies 
Program, Courtesy 
of UW Archives.

Students march 
down State Street 

during the 1969 
Black Student 

Strike, Courtesy of 
UW Archives.

Students gather at 
Memorial Union to 

organize for a 
Chicano Studies 

Department, 
Courtesy of 
Wisconsin 

Historical Society.



The Joan Roberts Tenure Case

Coverage of the Joan Roberts tenure case in the 1974 
Wisconsin State Journal, Courtesy of UW Archives.

Headshot of Joan 
Roberts, Courtesy of the 
Daily Cardinal.



The Joan Roberts Tenure Case
Coverage 
of the Joan 
Roberts 
tenure case 
in the 1974 
Wisconsin 
State 
Journal, 
Courtesy of 
UW 
Archives.

Photos of Joan Roberts 
protests, Courtesy of the 
Daily Cardinal.



The Color Line in UW Athletics

“I hope you will plan to have any Negro members of 
your track team stay at home.”
-- Letter from University of Missouri Athletic Director to UW-Madison Track Coach Tom 
Jones; March 29, 1939

“Ed Smith will definitely not compete,” but he 
expects the rest of the team to make the trip “unless 

the agitators get to work and keep us from it.”
-- UW-Madison Track Coach; Capitol Times Interview April 3, 1939



The Color Line in UW Athletics



“The real question is, Do we mean what we say? Do 
we actually mean that Negroes, for instance, have 

equal rights with those of other races, and that those 
rights are so dear to us as Americans that we will 

make some sacrifice to protect them?”

-- Letter from UW alumnus Charles G. Gros to the Daily Cardinal; April 5, 1939

The Color Line in UW Athletics



“It is generally known that Negroes are not 
allowed to compete on Big Ten basketball 
teams. There exists a “gentlemen's 
agreement” among the coaches of basketball 
in the Big Ten that they will not use Negro 
players no matter how good they are. Is this 
not an opportune moment to right our own 
house? Speak out Mr. Foster!”

-- Letter from UW alumnus Forrest Oran Wiggins to the Daily Cardinal; 
April 7, 1939

The Color Line in UW Athletics



The Color Line in UW Athletics



Athletics





Student Organizing

Newspaper coverage on Officer Joseph Hammersley, 
Courtesy of UW Archives.

Newspaper coverage on Officer Joseph Hammersley, 
Courtesy of UW Archives.



History of the UWPD

Officer Joseph 
Hammersley, Courtesy 
of UW Archives.



The “Gay Purges” at UW-Madison

Excerpt from the Conduct Case List, 1954. Courtesy of UW Archives.



The “Gay Purge” 1948

Newspaper coverage of the first “purge,” 1948. Courtesy of UW Archives.



The “Gay Purge” 1948

Dr. Annette Washburne, the first female doctor in 
the UW Medical School. Courtesy of UW Archives.

Dr. Annette Washburne’s policy for the handling of homosexual students, 
Courtesy of UW Archives.



The “Gay Purge” 1948

“…Must homosexuals go on being treated in this day 
and age as if they were common criminals? How can 
intelligent citizens of the state and city stand by silently 
and see reasonableness and justice made a mockery 
in the hands of prosecutors and muck-rakers?... This 
witch hunt and this witch burning is an act of the 
most vicious bigotry. There are ways to handle cases 
of this sort, but they are not through the open court and 
most certainly not in the press…” – A Doctor

Newspaper coverage of the first “purge,” 1948. 
Courtesy of UW Archives.



Resistance

Toilet paper note, ca. 1950. Courtesy of UW Archives.

“Hammersley has a campaign on at present 
all over campus. Better be careful.”







Resistance & Protest at UW-Madison

Newspaper coverage of Brigid McGuire taking a 
chainsaw to her desk, Courtesy of UW Archives.



Resistance & Protest at UW-Madison

Photoshopped 
Admissions 
Brochure, 2000, 
Courtesy of UW 
Archives.

Student Inclusion 
Coalition Takeover of 

Bascom Hill, 2019, 
Courtesy of WSUM.

Black Lives Matter 
Protest, 2016, 
Courtesy of WSUM.





Reckoning (noun)

1. The action or process of calculating or estimating 
something

2. A person’s view, opinion, or judgement
3. A bill or account, or its settlement



“Not everything that is faced can be 
changed. But nothing can be changed 
until it is faced.”

-- James Baldwin, I Am Not Your Negro (documentary, 2017) based 
off of Baldwin’s unpublished work Remember This House



Public History Project Blog



Public Events & Programming



Public History Project Instagram

@uwpublichistoryproject



Questions?

Concept drawings for 
Bucky Badger ca. 1950, 
Courtesy of UW Archives.


